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1880. counties of Northumberland, Durham, and York.
In South Wales Trade Unionism ceased to exist
The failure of the Glasgow Bank brought most of
the Scottish unions to destruction. The number
of strikes in 1879 reached the unprecedented figure
of 72, and they were almost all unsuccessful The
wages of workmen were reduced, and the hours of
work were extended. In the unhappy conflict of
labour and capital the employers were victorious,
and it was not forgotten in after years that they
had pressed their advantage to the utmost when
circumstances were all in their favour. Their
political economy taught as a cardinal principle
that luxury was bad for the working man. Their
own profits were undoubtedly curtailed ; and though
the period of depression reached its lowest depth
in 1879, recovery was slow. Whatever else
Imperialism may be, it is not cheap. From 1876
to 1880 the country had been kept in a fever of
excitement by the rumour and the occurrence of
wars. Such an electrical state of the political
atmosphere does "not encourage commercial enter-
prise or inspire with confidence the promoters of
industry. Lord Beaconsfield had excited the
enthusiasm of his followers and the interest of his
opponents. The eyes of Europe were upon him.
Even Prince Bismarck was not more conspicuous.
But those who returned him to power in 1874 were
not in love with a policy of adventure, and they
had not expected what happened. They were tired
of Mr. Gladstone's multifarious activity, and they
believed that his successor would let them alone.
The quiet sessions of 1874,1875, and 1876 increased
the popularity of the Government. Mr, Disraeli
seemed to be a dictator and Mr. Gladstone a spent
force. By the Eastern Question everything was
changed. Lord Beaconsfield brought the country
within sight of war. Mr. Gladstone prevented the